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The chief value of Un grand Mann; Tourville, by M. Emanuel de
Broglie (Paria: Plon, 1908), is that the author has been able to utilise
a manuscript collection added to the Bibliotheque Nationale in 1902
•containing a short life of the victor of Beachy Head, together with
letters written to him by Louis XIV and his ministers. Apart from
•the new evidence obtained from this source the book has but little
value, for while it gives quite a useful and readable account of
Tourville M. de Broglie does not appear to have any special familiarity
with naval history or to have made any study of the English works
relating to his subject. He does not seem to be aware of the very
interesting controversy over fforrington's strategy and tactics at Beachy
Head ; he gives Eussell's fleet at Barfleur as ninety-nine sail of the line
(p. 260), twenty more than the truw figure given in Eussell's despatch,1

and eleven more than Tourville's own estimate, quoted a few pages
later. The whole account of the battle of Barfleur is somewhat more
patriotic than historical, but it is interesting to find that the new
Mivwires pour scrvir a la Vie de Tourville confirm the sometimes dis-
puted story that Tourville had positive orders to fight. On p. 248
M. de Broglie quotes a note of the king's of 26 March 1692 (N.S.),
in which the words occur, quelque d&savantage que nous puissions
avoir, il faut dormer le combat. A letter of Pontchartrain's, hitherto
unpublished, and Tourville's reply, also reproduced by M. de Broglie
(pp. 249-258), provide support for this view. Too late wiser counsels
prevailed at the court of Louis XIV ; but the despatches countermanding
Tourville's orders never reached him (p. 258). A few other points of
interest may be mentioned. Tourville's rise at Duquesne's expense to
the position of the leading naval officer of France is partly to be
accounted for by Duquesne's persistent Huguenotism, which lost him
royal favour (p. 99). It would seem that Seignelay's administration
of the marine department was far superior to that of his successor,
Pontchartrain, who always looked at the strategical problem before him
from a treasury point of view, and therefore advocated the adoption of
the guerre de course, because it promised to be immediately lucrative and
relieve the strain on the treasury (p. 207; of. p. 295)—a fatal error,
which helped to make Barfleur the decisive action of the war. Tourville,
it may be added, is to be credited with having done much to improve
the signalling system used by the French (p. 261), a task to which, in
the English fleet, Russell devoted himself with some success. Finally
we may point out that ' South Wood' (p. 88) should of course be
'Southwold.' 0. T. A.

We have received from Mr. John Murray a cheap reprint, two volumes
in one (1908), of Lord Stanhope's Beign of Queen Anne until the Peace
of Utrecht from the fifth edition of that work. I.

The Indian side of the war of the Austrian succession has been
somewhat unduly obscured by the greater interest and importance of
the years which followed the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle; but for all that

1 Cf. House of Lord) Manuscripts, 1692-1698, p. 211.
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it was a period full of critical moments both for France and England.
Aa M. de Nazelles shows in his work on Dupleix ct la Difense do
Poiidicliemj (Paris: Champion, 1908), the English would probably have
found themselves without any foothold whatever on the Coromandel coast
had Dupleix been able to carry out his wishes and attack Fort St. David
directly after the fall of Madras (cf. p. 45). Similarly Pondicherry waa
not far from the limits of its endurance when, in October 1748, Boscawen-
found himself compelled to raise the siege (cf. p. 287). The episode
which gives its name to the book is by no means the only thing with-
which the author deals. To fully explain the importance of Dupleix's
defence M. de Nazelles goes back to the departure of Labourdonnais
in October 1746, and traces Dupleix's repeated but fruitless efforts to
reduce Fort St. David, the skilful measures by which he kept the native
powers from assisting the English, and the various changes of fortune
in the well contested struggle. Two things stand out clearly—the extent
to which these campaigns on the Coromandel coast depended on the
command of the sea, as was also the case in the war of 1780-1788,
and secondly, the care with which Dupleix sought to instil fear of the
French into the minds of the native princes (cf. p. 56). M. de Nazelles-
defends Dupleix's repudiation of the capitulation of Madras on> tho
ground that, had the English been allowed to ransom the town, as
Labourdonnais arranged, it would have humiliated the French in the
eyes of the natives. It is perhaps a more valid defence to urge that
the English prisoners were intriguing with the natives and stirring
them up against the Frenchv thereby infringing the terms of the capitu-
lation. M. de Nazelles has based his work on original sources, including
a valuable collection of documents not hitherto utilised—contemporary
papers in the hands of the Dupleix family, of which he is himself a
member. He gives a copious quantity of ptices pistificalives, writes-
easily and clearly and with zest and spirit, and is, on the whole, "very
reasonable and impartial. There are very few errors or slips. On p. 140*
20 mat should be 20 juin, and the identification of the place from which.
Boscawen started as ' Saint Helen (Liverpool)' (p. 160) is hardly happy.
But these are mere trifles, and students of the history of British India,
will be fortunate if M. de Nazelles continues his researches into the
career of Dupleix. C. T. A.

In Heurik Gabriel Porthan,. part i. (Helaingfors, 1908), the
eighty-third volume issued by the Swedish Literary Society in Finland,,
and the fourth exclusively devoted to Porthan, Dr. M. G. Schyberg-
son gives an attractive and informing biography of' the teacher of all
Finland.' Early in his teens Porthan entered the University of Abo,
which he served with unflagging industry and enthusiasm until his death..
The record of his tranquil life (1789-1804) transports the reader into the
heart of an isolated and backward university amid the new Kenaissance
of the eighteenth century. That Abo overtook and moved with the age
was chiefly due to Porthan, and formed a striking triumph for his single-
ness of purpose, sagacity, and devotion. From childhood onwards his
zeal for erudition knew no bounds, and in early manhood he became an-
indefatigable teacher of the undergraduates, who, though he set his face
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